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 Dear members and friends of the European Land and Soil Alliance, 

The European Water Framework Directive (WFD) has been a central pillar of water 

protection in Europe for over 20 years. In 2000, the EU member states agreed to 

achieve ‘good status’ for all water bodies by 2015 at the latest - an ambitious goal that 

encompasses the ecological status of rivers, lakes, transitional and coastal waters as 

well as groundwater. 

The WFD creates the regulatory framework to realise this goal at a Community level. 

However, it also allows member states to apply for deadline extensions until 2027 for 

individual stretches of water under certain conditions. Nevertheless, not a single EU 

country has yet fully and satisfactorily implemented the requirements of the directive. 

On 4 December 2024, the European Parliament's Environment Committee agreed to 

start trilogue negotiations on the revision of the Water Framework Directive, the 

Groundwater Directive and the Environmental Quality Standards Directive. This 

represents an important political step towards adapting European water protection 

regulations to current challenges. 

In this context, soil protection is also becoming increasingly important - because soil 

protection is also water protection. Healthy soils and intact ecosystems such as moors 

and floodplains store water, filter pollutants and have a balancing effect on the water 

regime. At the same time, excessive use of pesticides, intensive fertilisation and a lack 

of ground cover not only endanger soil quality, but also lead to erosion and pollution of 

surface and ground waters. 

An integrated approach that combines soil and water protection is therefore essential 

for a sustainable water policy in Europe. 

 

The Board  

Soil Alliance News is published regularly. We welcome your suggestions and criticism. In 

addition, you have the opportunity to spread news, projects, events etc. here. Simply 

send us an e-mail. 

 

 

 
Top-Topic: Water Framework Directive and soil protection 

 

 
European Water Framework Directive (WFD): Water is not a common commodity, 

but an inherited good that must be protected, defended and treated accordingly. The 

endeavours to create Community legislation for ecological water quality within the EU 

resulted in the Framework Directive, which sets out the key principles of a sustainable 

water protection policy. 
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More information 

 
The WFD made easy: Why is it necessary to protect our waters? And how is it 

possible to restore them to what they once were? These questions are answered in the 

following explanatory film from the Brandenburg Ministry of Agriculture and the 

Environment. 

More information 

 

 
Commission reports on progress under the WFD: The reports emphasise the 

progress made over the last six years in improving the status of water bodies in the EU 

with regard to the implementation of the Water Framework Directive, the Floods 

Directive and the Marine Strategy Framework Directive. 

More information 

 

 
‘Hase verbindet’ - Natural Climate Protection Action Programme (ANK): With 

the ANK, Germany is making a decisive contribution to improving the general condition 

of our ecosystems and strengthening their climate protection services. The project ‘Hase 

verbindet - Insektenvielfalt am Fließgewässer fördern’ (Hare connects - promoting insect 

diversity in watercourses) aims to strengthen biodiversity and create climate-resilient 

watercourse and floodplain habitats. 

More information  

 

 
UN World Water Development Report 2025: Mountains and Glaciers - Water 

towers. The UN World Water Report 2025 offers solutions to help us mitigate and adapt 

to the rapid changes in our frozen water resources. This report provides a clear 

overview of the current state of play and recommends what needs to change. The 

urgent need to drastically reduce carbon emissions is strongly reiterated. 

More information 

 

 
‘River landscape of the year 2025’: The Stepenitz (Elbe) is River Landscape of the 

Year 2024/25 Near-natural rivers such as the Stepenitz and their floodplains are 

hotspots of biodiversity in Central Europe and also make important contributions to 

natural climate protection and flood prevention. Intact river landscapes also have a high 

recreational value. In particular, the near-natural water structure of the Stepenitz, the 

remarkable biodiversity and the challenges posed by ongoing projects to implement the 

WFD were the deciding factors in the award for ‘River Landscape of the Years 2024/25’. 

More information 

 

 
Greater accuracy of models for water-related ecosystem services: Water 

management models typically include land use data, but not the shape and distribution 

of land use areas. This study tests models against historical data to assess the 

importance of such metrics for accurate predictions. By incorporating landscape 

configuration metrics, the accuracy of models can be improved. 

More information 

 

 
Floodplains can store and purify water: Study led by the Leibniz-Institute of 

Freshwater Ecology and Inland Fisheries (IGB) on the role of the extensive floodplains 

of the Oder for the water balance and the turnover of nutrients and pollutants. 

More information 

 

 More messages 
 

https://www.bmuv.de/gesetz/richtlinie-2000-60-eg-zur-schaffung-eines-ordnungsrahmens-fuer-massnahmen-der-gemeinschaft-im-bereich-der-wasserpolitik
https://vimeo.com/597145538
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/de/ip_25_342
https://www.bfn.de/aktuelles/ank-projekt-des-monats-mai-hase-verbindet
https://www.unwater.org/news/un-world-water-development-report-2025-mountains-and-glaciers-water-towers?utm_source=polisphere+GmbH&utm_campaign=e78e01dd9d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_04_09_09_00&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-e78e01dd9d-810525504
https://www.dafv.de/projekte/flusslandschaft-der-jahre/stepenitz-zur-flusslandschaft-der-jahre-2024-25-ausgerufen
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/news/incorporating-landscape-configuration-metrics-improves-accuracy-water-related-ecosystem-services-2025-04-24_en
https://www.nul-online.de/themen/gewaesser-und-bodenschutz/article-8109402-201986/geoeffnete-polder-staerken-die-auen-.html


 
‘Soil protection in times of energy transition and climate change’ – 

Registration for the ELSA Annual Conference on 11–12 September 2025 in 

Hildesheim: Registration for the Annual Conference of the European Soil Alliance 

(ELSA e. V.) is now open on the website. The conference promises a varied programme 

on the topics of soil protection and energy transition as well as soil protection concepts. 

More information 

 

 
Natural climate protection: Federal Environment Ministry promotes more 

urban greenery in Bonn: Unsealing traffic areas, planting trees and sowing native 

herbs: Bonn is showing how cities can actively contribute to natural climate protection. 

Such projects are urgently needed so that cities remain cooler on hot days and can 

store more moisture even during heavy rainfall. 

More information 

 

 
More experts for moorland climate protection: The model project of the Natural 

Climate Protection Action Programme (ANK) supports natural climate protection by 

training moorland specialists. The Federal Environment Ministry is supporting the state 

of Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania with around 34 million euros for the model 

implementation of the ‘Moorland Specialists’ programme. 

More information 

 

 
Local authorities are driving forward the heat transition with geothermal 

energy: geothermal energy can and should play a key role in municipal heat planning. 

How near-surface geothermal energy in particular can help local authorities was the 

topic of the 16th North German Geothermal Conference, which was organised by the 

State Office for Mining, Energy and Geology (LBEG) at the Geozentrum Hannover. 

More information 

 

 
How much life is there in our soils? A research consortium is investigating the 

biological diversity in Germany's soils. In order to close the knowledge gap about our 

soil organisms, the Federal Environment Agency (UBA) is launching a long-term 

research programme on biological diversity in Germany's soils and the services they 

provide, in collaboration with the Fraunhofer Society and ten other institutions. 

More information 

 

 
PFAS in soil and groundwater: Per- and polyfluorinated chemicals (PFAS) are here 

to stay. PFAS are increasingly being detected in soil and groundwater in Germany. 

There are many causes of this contamination. 

More information 

PFAS remediation in soil and groundwater 

More information 

 

 
Helping thirsty city trees – tips and tricks: Summer is coming, and it's not just 

people who need to stay hydrated – trees do too. The WWF shows how you can help 

city trees. 

More information 

 

 
Publications 

 

https://www.bodenbuendnis.org/tagung-2025/
https://www.bmuv.de/pressemitteilung/natuerlicher-klimaschutz-bundesumweltministerium-foerdert-mehr-stadtgruen-in-bonn
https://www.bmuv.de/pressemitteilung/mehr-fachleute-fuer-den-moor-klimaschutz
https://www.lbeg.niedersachsen.de/aktuelles/pressemitteilungen/16-norddeutsche-geothermietagung-im-geozentrum-hannover-kommunen-treiben-warmewende-mit-geothermie-voran-241853.html
https://www.bundesumweltministerium.de/pressemitteilung/wie-viel-leben-steckt-in-unseren-boeden
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/pfas-in-boeden-grundwasser
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/pfas-sanierung-in-boeden-grundwasser
https://www.wwf.de/aktiv-werden/tipps-fuer-den-alltag/tipps-fuer-den-garten/durstigen-baeumen-helfen


 
Review of the book ‘Farmers, Plaggen, New Soils – 1000 Years of Plaggen 

Economy in Northwest Germany’: Soil Alliance board member Prof. Dr. Gabriele 

Broll has written a review of the book on plaggen economy by Klaus Müller, former 

professor of soil science at Osnabrück University of Applied Sciences, published by 

Springer-Verlag in 2024. The review discusses, among other things, the continuing 

importance of nutrient-rich soils such as sod and its use. 

More information 

Link to the book 

 

Wild gardening – loosening soil without digging: 5 simple methods. If you 

want to garden in your own garden, you don't necessarily have to dig up the soil. Here 

we show you how to loosen garden soil while preserving valuable soil life. 

More information 

 

Measures to increase water retention in the landscape: A comprehensive study, 

part of the WADKlim project commissioned by the German Federal Environment Agency 

(UBA), covers 69 innovative measures to improve water retention in the landscape, 

which help to mitigate the consequences of extreme weather events. 

More information 

 

Ten measures against water stress in agriculture: WWF handbook with nature-

based measures to protect the soil in the face of increasing drought, heavy rainfall and 

erosion. 

More information 

 

Upper Austrian Soil Information Report 2025: The new soil information report 

provides an up-to-date overview of soil use, conservation and monitoring. 

More information 

 

Recommendations of the Soil Protection Commission at the UBA: Economic 

recovery, climate protection and food security – healthy soils are essential. 

More information 

 

Handling sediments and dredged material in waterway maintenance and 

development: In June 2025, a new information sheet on handling sediments and 

dredged material in waterway maintenance and development was published in the DWA 

Topics series. This collection of case studies focuses on key definitions and processes, 

as well as providing clear illustrations of practical applications. 

More information 

 

The Soil Idea 
 

Unpaving – from grey to green: Let's unseal our city together! The city of 

Hamburg wants to make itself fit for the future: on a website developed by HafenCity 

University Hamburg, private areas that have already been ‘unpaved’ can be registered 

until 31 October 2025, and public areas can be proposed for unsealing. This makes it 

possible to see how many square metres have already been ‘unpaved’ and where there 

is still potential. 

More information 

Video 

 

https://www.bodenbuendnis.org/fileadmin/user_upload/soil-alliance/Publikationen/Newsletter/Buch_Mueller_Plaggenwirtschaft_Rezension_Broll_Newsletter_ELSA_2025_23_06_25__003_.pdf
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-662-68915-8
https://gruenundgesund.de/magazin/naturgarten-selbstversorgung/boden-auflockern-ohne-umgraben/
https://www.ecologic.eu/de/19584
https://www.wwf.de/2025/mai/zehn-massnahmen-gegen-wasserstress-in-der-landwirtschaft
https://www.land-oberoesterreich.gv.at/files/publikationen/lfw_bodeninformationsbericht.pdf
https://zukunftsstadt-stadtlandplus.de/files/zukunftsstadt-statdtlandplus/lesetipps/20250324__kbu_wirtschaftlicher_aufschwung_klimaschutz_und_ernaehrungssicherheit_bf.pdf
https://www.baufachinformation.de/dwa-themen-t4-2025-juni-2025-umgang-mit-sedimenten-und-baggergut-bei-gewaesserunterhaltung-und-gewaesserausbau-fallbeispiele/256355?variant=dwa_1368E
https://abpflastern.beteilige.me/#/
https://www.ardmediathek.de/video/hamburg-journal/gruen-statt-beton-vorschlaege-zum-abpflastern-gesucht/ndr/Y3JpZDovL25kci5kZS8wOTU4ZDkzNC0xZjFjLTRiYzctYmY5My01M2ViNzk0OTJmNGE


 
Soil Alliance internal  

 

 New members: St. Georgen im Attergau (AT). A warm welcome!  

 Board meeting: The next meeting of the Board will take place on September 5 2025, 

10 a.m. to 12 p.m., via Microsoft Teams. 

 

 
Event information 

 

 
Thinking Salon: Transformative urban redevelopment - Shaping change in 

neighbourhoods, cities and regions sustainably together, 6/7 September 2025, 

Schlesisches Museum zu Görlitz (GER) 

More information 

 

 
Soil protection in times of energy transition and climate change, ELSA Annual 

Conference, 11/12 September 2025, Hildesheim (GER) 

More information 

 

 
7th Eurosoil, Conference of European Soil Scientists, 13 to 18 September 2025, 

Seville, Spain (ES) 

More information 

 

 
#GesundeBödenKlimaschutz, Annual Conference of the German Soil Science 

Society, 13 to 18 September 2025, Tübingen (GER) 

More information 

 

 
Forum Soil – Water – Contaminated Sites 2025, Water Retention in the Landscape 

– A Joint Task, 24 October 2025, Osnabrück University of Applied Sciences (GER) 

More information 

 

 
Soil science construction supervision for government officials, 29 October 2025, 

Osnabrück (GER) 

More information 
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Disclaimer: ELSA e. V. accepts no liability for the content of external links. The 

operators of the linked pages are solely responsible for their content. 

If you would like to unsubscribe from this newsletter, please send us a short 

e-mail. 

 

   

https://izs-goerlitz.ioer.de/transfer/denksalon
https://www.bodenbuendnis.org/en/conference-2025/
https://www.eurosoil2025.eu/EUROSOIL2025
https://www.dbg2025.de/
https://www.hs-osnabrueck.de/veranstaltungen/2025/10/forum-boden-gewaesser-altlasten-2024-thema-starkregenereignisse-im-klimawandel-herausforderungen-fuer-den-boden-gewaesser-und-siedlungsschutz/
https://www.bvboden.de/images/aktuelles/termine/Osnabrueck_Flyer_BBB_Behoerde_2025_1.pdf
mailto:mail@soil-alliance.org
mailto:mail@soil-alliance.org?subject=Bodenbündnis%20Aktuell


 

 

 

 


